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Island Charm and Wedded Bliss at Sea Breeze Manor Bed and Breakfast

By Carol Cortright

The waterfront town of Gulfport, nestled between St. Petersburg and the beaches, is home to candy-colored cottages and a laid-back “old Florida” charm that is nothing if not the mantra of the Sea Breeze Manor Bed and Breakfast.  If you idea of “happily ever after’ includes gently waving palm trees and casual island elegance, look no further for the perfect all-in-one wedding location.  Innkeeper and owner Lori Rosso is also a party planner par excellence, putting to good use her years of experience in Washington, D.C.  as a travel and special event coordinator for executives, government officials and even the President of the United States.

The Sea Breeze Manor’s location offers the best of both worlds for brides and grooms who want the quintessential Florida wedding beach photos combined with the comfortable and timeless appeal of a historic inn – it’s conveniently located a bouquet’s toss from sugary sand and sparkling water.

This rambling 1923 property overlooking Boca Cigar Bay is the color of a stormy sea with bold touches of sunny yellow and red trim and crisp white lattice, wrapped in a jungle of bird of paradise, banana trees, ferns and other flora.  At the Sea Breeze Manor, “something’s always blooming,” says Russo, pointing out clusters of pearly shell ginger and peach hibiscus flowers adorning the courtyard.  The entire facility, including six luxury suites throughout the main house and adjoining cottages and the verdant courtyard, can be rented for weekend wedding events up to 100 guests.  Just add a little white tulle and a bride and groom, and “you’re good to go,” Rosso says, noting how easy it is to transform her bed and breakfast into wedding party paradise.  

The Manor’s interior spaces mix British colonial-ornate antique pieces and gilt mirrors, with thoroughly Florida blend of tropical fabrics, seashells and bamboo accents.

Rosso makes sure that even before the bridal party steps over her threshold, every detail will be taken care of with expert precisions.  She takes brides-to-be on a walk-through of the building and discusses their options, providing a list of preferred caterers.  She recommends the upstairs Jamaica Suite for the bride, with its large dressing area and calming view of the bay.  Daring brides can make a grand entrance down the second story staircase into the courtyard.  Those who prefer to keep their sandaled feet on the ground can enter through a side gate as they glide to the wedding gazebo adorned with twinkle lights.

Rosso prepares a breakfast spread for the bridal party, a celebratory start to the biggest day of their lives.  She recommends that the bride designate a friend as Rosso’s go-to person, assuring that not one worry crosses her minds as she prepares for the ceremony.  Another special touch Rosso presents to the couple is a bottle of chardonnay sporting a customized Sea Breeze Manor label.

After the vows are exchanged in the courtyard, the wedding party is summoned to the porch for the receiving line.  While guests are diverted, staff and caterers transform the courtyard for the reception.

If you “I do” dream comes with visions of subtropical splendor pulled together with the expertise of a professional event planner and caring hostess, the Sea Breeze Manor Bed and Breakfast may be the location your wedding invitation engraver is waiting for.

The Sea Breeze Manor Bed and Breakfast is located at 5701 Shore Boulevard in Gulfport.  For more information, call (727) 343-4445 and visit the web site at www.seabreezemanor.com

